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 St. Joseph Parish is delighted to   
announce the name of the Parish 
Newsletter - ‘Living Our Faith Out 
Loud.’ As Jesus commissions us to 
“Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to all  creation” (Mark 
16:15), we are obliged to be         
witnesses to our world. We are 
called to be the living Gospel of 
God’s love in our family, society, 
community, and the world at large. 
      
Living a Stewardship way of life, 
which means explicitly living our 
faith daily wherever we are, is a 
powerful way of ‘living our faith out 
loud’. A Stewardship way of life is 
nothing other than recognizing that 
God is the owner and master of  
whoever we are and whatever we 
have and offering everything       
generously back to God in gratitude 
in terms of time, talents, and        
material resources towards bringing 
about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt. 5:14) and indeed we 
have received the light of Christ 
through our baptism, and we are to 
radiate the same light of Christ to 
our world by being witnesses of his 
love. This is what living our faith 
out loud means. We are called to 
live our faith courageously         
especially in the face of difficulties, 
and those times when we don’t  
really understand what is            
happening in our lives and have 
lots of questions, surrendering   
ourselves like Mary, the perfect 
disciple of Jesus, from the very  
beginning of her call. Her great fiat 
is a model for each of us. Though 
Mary did not understand             
everything, she lived her faith  
loudly, saying ‘yes’ to the will of 
God daily in her life. Mary said, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
your word,” (Luke 1:38). Mary is 
the perfect model of stewardship,    
returning everything back to the 
Lord in extreme gratitude. 

We the parishioners of St. Joseph 
parish, would like to echo loudly and 
clearly the fiat of Mary our mother 
by saying ‘yes’ to God’s call and 
submitting ourselves entirely by  
saying, ‘Let it be done to me        
according to your word’ and living 
our faith out loud daily. 
 
It is not easy to live out our faith 
freely and openly even in our family 
today. We are constantly challenged 
by all kind of ‘isms’; in such          
situations our discipleship to Christ 
calls us to live our faith out loud. We 
are called to be countercultural     
witness of God’s love. We are called 
to be an example by living our life 
based on gospel values. It is difficult 
but not impossible. We hear the 
promise of God in Isaiah 41:10, 
which says, ‘Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not be afraid, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will also help you; I will also uphold 
you with My righteous right hand’. 
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we 
need not be afraid for God has  
promised to be with us: “I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mathew 28:20). 
Trusting, in the Lord, I invite and 
challenge all of us to live out faith 
out loud with family, relatives, 
friends, and wherever we are by   
proclaiming the love of God through 
our lives by giving our time, talents, 
and treasures generously for the 
greater glory of God and for the   
service of humanity, in other words  
living a stewardship way of life.  

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

FFrr..  SStteepphheenn  BBaannjjaarree,,  SSSS..CCCC..  
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SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  AA  DDiisscciippllee’’ss  RReessppoonnssee  
AA  ddiissccuussssiioonn  oonn  CChhrriissttiiaann  SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  

LLiisstteenniinngg  ttoo  tthhee  CCaallll  
AA  RReeflfleeccttiioonn  oonn  SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp 

 
  
When asked to write a reflection on the 
call to Stewardship I thought a short 
little story may be a nice way to help us 
to look a little deeper. 
  
There was a young man setting off to 
build a small barn up on the          
mountainside for his flock. As he    
began working on the shelter nestled 
high up on the mountain, the young 
man couldn't help but hear a hawk 
perched up at the highest peak, echoing 
a sturdy call over the whole range.  
 
The man was somehow drawn to the 
call of the bird, it’s was calling, calling, 
calling… steady and sure. All morning 
calling, calling. By afternoon, the hawk 
was still calling, calling, calling. The 
man was starting to really think, 
“what’s going on here with this silly 
bird”.   
 
However, just as he was contemplating, 
he felt this quiet calm in his heart and a 
profound feeling of oneness with     
nature. He realized that the hawk was a 
mother hawk, perched up high on the 
mountain steadily calling for her 
young. It was a consistent, steady, sure 
call to her baby hawks to take the leap, 
spread there wings and fly over the 
mountain to join her.  
 

He thought to himself how that  
mother hawk never wavered for a 
second, never flew back to the nest, 
pushed, questioned, never thought 
anything was wrong. The mother 
hawk knew that no matter how long 
she sat calling, the babies would 
eventually answer the call, leave the 
nest, and fully express their birthright 
by soaring over the mountaintop. He 
was so amazed at the never ending 
persistence of that hawk’s call and 
somehow deeply touched by the   
experience.  
 
When I heard this story, I thought 
about God’s calling. The continuous 
steady call to wholeness that many of 
us feel within. Like the mother bird, 
God sits up high. 
 
Both calling and eagerly waiting for 
us to answer the call to fully express 
our life in Him. The Call to         
Stewardship is a perfect example of 
God calling us to express our talents, 
express our gifts, and receive Grace 
as we answer the call 
 

In what ways is God calling us to a 
fuller expression of ourselves? What 
could we discover, if we step outside 
our feathered nest and really answer 
our call to grace? 

His master said to him, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a lit-

tle; I will set you over much.    
Enter into the joy of your       
master.”  Matthew 25:21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Erik Laverdiere 

• First Friday—Holy Hour from  
6-7 pm 

 

• 40 Hours Devotion to            
Adoration—Friday followed by 
2nd Thursday from 6 – 9 pm 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration with 
exposition needs a great push. People 
ask me: “ What will convert America 
and save the world?”  My answer is 
PRAYER. What we  need is for eve-
ry parish to come before Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament in holy hours of 
prayer.” - Mother Teresa 
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PPrraayyeerrss  OOuutt  LLoouudd  
Stewardship Prayer 

 -------------- 
 Generous and Loving 

God, 
You call us to be disciples 
of your Son Jesus and 

Good stewards of all your 
many gifts. 

  
Open our minds and 
hearts to a greater  

awareness and deeper  
appreciation of your 
countless blessings. 

  
Transform us through the 
power of your Spirit to 

mature a Stewardship way 
of Life marked by     

faith-filled prayer, service 
to our neighbor and   
generous sharing. 

  
Teach us to be faithful 
servants of your gifts.  

With Mary’s help, may we 
return ten-fold the gifts 

entrusted to us. 
  

We pray through Christ 
our Lord. 

  

Amen. 
   
  
  
           
  
  
AAss  eeaacchh  hhaass  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  
ggiifftt,,  uussee  iitt  ttoo  sseerrvvee  oonnee  

aannootthheerr,,  aass  ggoooodd        
sstteewwaarrddss  ooff  GGoodd’’ss  vvaarriieedd  
ggrraaccee  ((11  PPeetteerr  44::1100)).. 

  

TTHHEE  DDIISSCCIIPPLLEE’’SS  VVOOCCAATTIIOONN  
  
The Christian vocation is  
essentially a call to be a  
disciple of Jesus. Stewardship 
is part of that. Even more to 
the point, however, Christians 
are called to be good   
stewards of the personal  
vocations they receive. Each 
of us must discern, accept, 
and live out joyfully and  
generously the commitments, 
responsibilities, and roles to 
which God calls him or her. 
 
Becoming a disciple of Jesus 
Christ leads naturally to the 
practice of Stewardship.  
These linked realities,      
discipleship and stewardship, 
then make up the fabric of a 
Christian life in which each 
day is lived in an intimate, 
personal relationship with the 
Lord. 

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  CCoonntteesstt  WWiinnnneerr  
““Living Our Faith  

Out Loud” 
 

 
       

     I submitted the name  “Living 
Our Faith Out Loud” for the     
newsletter because that is how I 
envision stewardship. 

    As a Catholic, we recognize 
that everything we have and    
everything we are is a gift from 
God as he is the creator of 
all. When we act as stewards 
and share our gifts of time, talent 
and treasure; we are making 
God’s love visible. By making 
God’s love visible, we are living 
our faith out loud!  
  

Blessings, 
Tammy Sobral  

“EEaacchh  oonnee  mmuusstt  ggiivvee  aass  hhee  
hhaass  ddeecciiddeedd  iinn  hhiiss  hheeaarrtt,,  
nnoott  rreelluuccttaannttllyy  oorr  uunnddeerr  

ccoommppuullssiioonn,,  ffoorr  GGoodd  lloovveess  
aa  cchheeeerrffuull  ggiivveerr..””  

22  CCoolliinntthhiiaannss  99::77  

SSTTEEWWAARRDDSSHHIIPP  IISS  
• To recognize that    

everything belongs to 
God. God is the Owner.  

 

• To recognize that God 
has given us              
responsibility to    
manage his resources. 

 

• To be accountable to 
God for his resources 
which we are entrusted 
with.  

 
• To give back to the 

Lord everything we can 
in  Time, Talents, and 
Treasures, in gratitude 
for all His blessings. 

IItt  iiss  mmoorree  bblleesssseedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  
tthhaann  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  (Acts 20:35) 

Tammy Sobral 
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JJooyyccee  SSaabbiinnoo  

NNoovveennaa  ttoo  OOuurr  LLaaddyy  QQuueeeenn  ooff  PPeeaaccee  

St Joseph Parish held its annual Novena to Our Lady 
Queen of Peace from June 30, 2022 through the Feast day 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace on July 09, 2022. The daily 
Novena began with the recitation of the rosary and was 
followed by Mass.  Each day a member of St. Joseph   
Parish family shared their reflection based on their own        
personal experience and unique perspective on the theme 
of the day. 
 
• Sister Claire Bouchard spoke on the theme - Mary 

Queen of all Creation on the opening of our Novena to 
Queen of Peace.  

 
• Amanda Lawrence enriched the experience by sharing 

her own personal vocation story on the theme - The 
Annunciation Mary connecting with Mary’s vocation 
Story. 

 
• Fr. Michael Shanahan ss.cc. spoke on The Visitation 

and shared his personal experiences on reaching out to 
those in need and what a blessing the visitation was. 

 
• Carlos Matias spoke on Finding the Child Jesus in the 

Temple. He shared a very inspiring and touching story 
of how he was lost and was found in the Lord.  

• Carol Renaux spoke on obedience under the theme of 
Our Lady of Cana. 

 
• Kim Scieszka spoke on the Mother of Reconciliation 

and inspired us through her own story of                  
reconciliation and forgiveness. 

 
• Lindy Alen spoke on the Blessed Virgin at the Foot of 

the Cross and what it means to experience the pain 
and grief of losing a son.  

 
• Brother Paul Alves ss.cc. shared his reflection and 

experience on Mary, Cause of our Joy. 
 
• Deacon Patrick Tukidia, ss.cc. spoke on Holy Mary, 

Disciple of the Lord and what it meant for him to be 
called to follow him as disciple of Christ.  
 

• Father Stephen Banjare, ss.cc. gave an inspiring,    
enriching  and encouraging homily on the Feast Day 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace.  

 
 It was amazing to listen to the speakers each day of 

the novena share their powerful experience-based life 
stories courageously, honestly and openly on the 
theme of the day. This novena inspired everyone with 
a deeper understanding of how Our Lord and Our  
Lady continue to lead us and work in our everyday 
lives. It was an occasion of spiritual enrichment for all 
who attended and certainly, it was for me. It was very 
enriching for me personally, to pray with my brothers 
and sisters together and be nourished by the word of 
God and the experiences of speakers and of course, 
with the body and blood of Christ at the Eucharist. 
May our Lady Queen of Peace, pray for us and our 
world! 
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 St. Joseph Parish is delighted to   
announce the name of the Parish 
Newsletter - ‘Living Our Faith Out 
Loud.’ As Jesus commissions us to 
“Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to all  creation” (Mark 
16:15), we are obliged to be         
witnesses to our world. We are 
called to be the living Gospel of 
God’s love in our family, society, 
community, and the world at large. 
      
Living a Stewardship way of life, 
which means explicitly living our 
faith daily wherever we are, is a 
powerful way of ‘living our faith out 
loud’. A Stewardship way of life is 
nothing other than recognizing that 
God is the owner and master of  
whoever we are and whatever we 
have and offering everything       
generously back to God in gratitude 
in terms of time, talents, and        
material resources towards bringing 
about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt. 5:14) and indeed we 
have received the light of Christ 
through our baptism, and we are to 
radiate the same light of Christ to 
our world by being witnesses of his 
love. This is what living our faith 
out loud means. We are called to 
live our faith courageously         
especially in the face of difficulties, 
and those times when we don’t  
really understand what is            
happening in our lives and have 
lots of questions, surrendering   
ourselves like Mary, the perfect 
disciple of Jesus, from the very  
beginning of her call. Her great fiat 
is a model for each of us. Though 
Mary did not understand             
everything, she lived her faith  
loudly, saying ‘yes’ to the will of 
God daily in her life. Mary said, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
your word,” (Luke 1:38). Mary is 
the perfect model of stewardship,    
returning everything back to the 
Lord in extreme gratitude. 

We the parishioners of St. Joseph 
parish, would like to echo loudly and 
clearly the fiat of Mary our mother 
by saying ‘yes’ to God’s call and 
submitting ourselves entirely by  
saying, ‘Let it be done to me        
according to your word’ and living 
our faith out loud daily. 
 
It is not easy to live out our faith 
freely and openly even in our family 
today. We are constantly challenged 
by all kind of ‘isms’; in such          
situations our discipleship to Christ 
calls us to live our faith out loud. We 
are called to be countercultural     
witness of God’s love. We are called 
to be an example by living our life 
based on gospel values. It is difficult 
but not impossible. We hear the 
promise of God in Isaiah 41:10, 
which says, ‘Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not be afraid, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will also help you; I will also uphold 
you with My righteous right hand’. 
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we 
need not be afraid for God has  
promised to be with us: “I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mathew 28:20). 
Trusting, in the Lord, I invite and 
challenge all of us to live out faith 
out loud with family, relatives, 
friends, and wherever we are by   
proclaiming the love of God through 
our lives by giving our time, talents, 
and treasures generously for the 
greater glory of God and for the   
service of humanity, in other words  
living a stewardship way of life.  

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

FFrr..  SStteepphheenn  BBaannjjaarree,,  SSSS..CCCC..  
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The annual picnic took place on Sept. 18th after celebrating Mass together. It featured arts and crafts, a 
bounce house, an antique fire  engine ride, games, music, cotton candy, popcorn, and lots of great food. The 
children were excited to enjoy the many activities, manned by our Youth Ministry and other volunteers, until 
the hot dogs, hamburgers and linguica were ready. Fr. Stephen said a blessing and the eating and socializing 
got underway. 
 

Our DJs, Nick and Troy, kept the music lively 
while some showed off their dancing skills.  A 
game of Musical Chairs is always a highlight 
especially when we witnessed the kindness of 
Christ in our youth giving up their chairs to 
younger kids who weren’t fast enough to get a 
seat. 
 

Thank you to our Parish Council and Church 
Ministries for  organizing and setting up for 
the picnic. We also would like to thank all who 
donated their  “Time, Talent and Treasures”  to 
make our picnic a great success enjoying each 
other as one big, happy family.  

Bereavement Ministry—Memorial Mass 
Bereavement Ministry of St. Joseph Parish family        
organized their 10th Memorial Mass on November 5, 
2022 at  4:30 pm. During this mass, the community   
commemorates all the deceased for the year from        
November – October each year. The Bereavement      
Ministry invites all the bereaved families who have lost 
their loved ones and whom the ministers have helped  
organizing funeral services and support them through 
grieving process, to this celebration. This year, there were 
38 bereaved families that participated.  
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Do you know what happens to 
leftover Holy Water following 
Mass or Church services? 
Neither did I! 
 
That was until God blessed me to 
be called as a sponsor for an 
RCIA Candidate. After many 
years of missing Jesus’ outreach 
efforts to me to become a servant 
of the Lord, He finally hit me over 
the head, hard enough 
(figuratively). Finally! Over the 
past two decades, I have spent 
much of my time in prayer and 
worship to grow closer to Him, 
The Father and the Holy Spirit. 
  
He touched me once again, 
through the Director of the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adult, 
(RCIA), who asked me to sponsor 
one of the two Candidates during 
the Parish’s 2021-2022, RCIA 
Program; I was humbled, excited, 
and blessed by the opportunity to 
be part of welcoming a new  
member into the Church family. 
  
Thankfully, for my sake, the Can-
didate was motivated and quickly 
thrived in the program. I felt I was 
going through this as a candidate 
myself. As a child, I attended a 
Roman Catholic school from    
kindergarten through high school. 
My family educated me in the 
Faith, Rites, and Rituals of the 
Church in preparation for my    
Initiation, ending in my            
confirmation. But my                 
understanding was from the     
perspective of an immature child/
adolescent. 

Sponsoring an RCIA candidate 
was such a profound experience 
for me. Not only did we          
examine the rites and rituals of 
the church, we became familiar 
with the objects placed on the 
altar and in the sacristy. We also 
participated in the Liturgical life 
of the Parish during the          
liturgical season that ran       
concurrently with the RCIA 
timeline. I felt so privileged to 
have this opportunity available 
to me. The candidate and I grew 
close, and I felt so proud to    
introduce him officially at the 
Rite of Welcoming halfway 
through the process. 
 
Prayer has been an integral part 
of all church activities, and each 
weekly RCIA session began and 
ended in prayer. During         
sessions, other components    
included prayer to help us      
discern the meaning of what is 
spoken and how it pertains to 
each of us. From these prayerful 
moments in RCIA, I have found 
myself so comforted and at 

peace when engaged in prayer. 
From St Paul to the Colossians 
3:16, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, as in all    
wisdom you teach and admonish 
one another, singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts, to God. 
 
After the Easter Vigil Mass, my 
role as Sponsor ended, and as  
difficult as it can be for me, I felt 
quite humbled accepting the 
thanks from the Candidate and his 
family member. It was the kind of 
experience that left me with such 
different feelings from my own 
confirmation 60 years ago. 
      
By the way, clergy members pour 
excess Holy Water into a special 
sink in the Sacristy, whose drain 
pipe runs directly into the earth 
under the Church. No Holy Water 
enters the regular sewer drain  
system. 

Being Called as a Sponsor of a RCIA Candidate  

RRiittee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  IInniittiiaattiioonn  ooff  AAdduulltt  

Be thankful for what 
you have; you'll end 

up having more  

RRoonnaalldd  DDeessnnooyyeerrss  
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LLoovvee  TThhyy  NNeeiigghhbboorr  

I got hit by a bus.  
More specifically, it struck my car—I 
wasn’t even in the vehicle. The    
driver fled the scene without a note, 
leaving me to discover a smashed 
front streaked with yellow paint.    
No injuries with minimal property     
damage are the best hit-and-runs to 
endure. 
I notified the police.  
Officer Mike arrived to make a     
report; he wasn’t optimistic I would 
find the culprit. “Unless one of your       
neighbors has security cameras!”   
Officer Mike briefly examined the 
area. He pointed. “They have one 
aimed right at this intersection. Talk 
to them. See if they can get the footage.” 
“Okay,” I said as he went on his way. I picked up the 
broken headlight shards and waited for my neighbor 
to return home from work. I explained the situation 
when I noticed him unloading his truck around 7:30. 
 “That’s a bummer! Let me call Mike. He lives 
downstairs,” he said.  
Even though he was in Florida, Mike was happy to 
help. While we waited for Mike to review the      
footage, my neighbor discussed his wife’s          
pregnancy, explaining that they would move soon to 
accommodate their growing family. I offered my 
congratulations.  
Moments later, Mike confirmed a school bus took 
too wide a turn at 4:30 and crunched in my front end. 
By 8:15, I had a thirty-second clip to pass to the    
police. The whole situation left me feeling some 
kind of way; I couldn’t put my finger on it. Other 
people told me it was “weird” or “lucky,” but I don’t 
believe in luck. I started feeling frustrated and      
annoyed at my inability to discern more, so I took 
my misery to confession. 

“Impatience is at the root of all these 
feelings,” I told Father Mike. 
“Because incidents like this keep 
piling up on top of me! I don’t know 
what to do. I’m so uncomfortable,” I 
said. Father Mike went easy on me. 
He reminded me it isn't every day 
that buses come barreling around the 
corner crashing into things. And that 
was what I needed to hear:           
acknowledgment of a supernatural 
occurrence. Feeling relieved, I took 
my penance to the pews and waited 
for Mass. The gospel was all about 
increasing faith. I prayed for in-
creased confidence, patience, and 
clarity and for any obstacles in my 

path to be removed.  
Everything sank in overnight.  
As I was praying the following morning, it hit me! 
The revelation bloomed brightly in my brain like a 
sunflower. Aside from helping, three people I     
encountered during my two-day trial had something 
in common: they were all named Michael—as in 
Saint Michael the Archangel. 
God was reminding me He had my back.  
My conviction inflated like a bouncy house. I 
prayed for the vision to navigate my next steps and 
certainty to discern direction. Then I went to 
church; afterward, I wrote thank-you notes to both 
neighbors with gift cards to show appreciation. 
That weekend’s experience wasn’t my favorite, but 
it was one of the most spiritually fruitful I’ve     
encountered in a while. I’m not excited about         
waiting for the police report to file an insurance 
claim and get the vehicle repaired. I am, however, 
awestruck at the awesomeness of the LORD. It 
never stops amazing me. I pray it feels the same for 
you! 

WHATEVER YOU DO, WORK AT IT WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, AS WORKING FOR THE LORD, 
NOT FOR MEN, SINCE YOU KNOW THAT YOU 
WILL RECEIVE AN INHERITANCE FROM THE 
LORD AS A REWARD. IT IS THE LORD CHRIST 
YOU ARE SERVING.     COLOSSIANS 3:23-24  

Amanda Lawrence 
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Kimberly Scieszka 

St. Joseph’s Parish Bake Sale  
CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  MMaasssseess    

NNuurrttuurree  aa  SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  
WWaayy  ooff  lliiffee  

On the third Sunday of the month, Faith      
Formation students host a children’s mass 
downstairs in the church hall where class   
sessions are held. This Mass is for all children, 
not just those attending Faith Formation!  
 
As part of their religious education, our Faith 
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offer their time and talent to ensure this 
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readings, as well as the responsorial Psalm 
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of life while growing the church. 
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addition to Saint Joseph’s Parish. They offer 
fantastic learning opportunities for our youth 
and their families and are very well attended. 
Instead of enjoying the traditional 10 a.m.  
service on the next third Sunday, please     
consider attending a Children’s Mass with 
your family! 

MMiinniissttrryy  MMoommeennttss  --  HHoossppiittaalliittyy  
““WWhheenn  II  wwaass  aa  ssttrraannggeerr,,  yyoouu  wweellccoommeedd  mmee””    

((MMaatttthheeww  2255::3355))..    

The Gospel teaches us that we welcome Christ Himself 
whenever we welcome the least of our brothers or     
sisters. That is why the first mark of a stewardship    
parish is hospitality. Being friendly is one of the first 
ways we can be Christ-like toward others.  
  
Making parishioners and visitors alike feel welcome at 
church and parish events is the cornerstone of our    
Hospitality Ministry. We strive to extend a warm,     
hospitable, and loving welcome to all who join us in 
worship, service, study, social events, or in times of  
personal need. We assist our parish community in     
presenting a visible sign of Christ’s loving kindness in 
all we do. 
 
Hospitality brings parishioners together to foster       
fellowship and strengthen our union as a parish, and 
with God. We work in conjunction with all parish    
ministries. Parish activities help build relationships and 
encourage involvement in additional parish activities 

and ministries. In turn,      
everyone grows in their faith 
and hopefully gains the desire 
to extend the same hospitality 
to those outside our parish   
community. 
  
We may plan meals, social 
events, bake sales, or       
fundraisers. We may even 
bring meals to a homebound 
parishioner or a family in 

need. We make invitations, set up, decorate, and clean 
up as needed for all parish events. We do whatever we 
can to help parishioners grow as a loving and sharing 
community. Please consider joining us sometime!   

Melissa DeTerra  

DDoo  SSmmaallll  TThhiinnggss  wwiitthh  GGrreeaatt  LLoovvee    
 Mother Teresa 
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 St. Joseph Parish is delighted to   
announce the name of the Parish 
Newsletter - ‘Living Our Faith Out 
Loud.’ As Jesus commissions us to 
“Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to all  creation” (Mark 
16:15), we are obliged to be         
witnesses to our world. We are 
called to be the living Gospel of 
God’s love in our family, society, 
community, and the world at large. 
      
Living a Stewardship way of life, 
which means explicitly living our 
faith daily wherever we are, is a 
powerful way of ‘living our faith out 
loud’. A Stewardship way of life is 
nothing other than recognizing that 
God is the owner and master of  
whoever we are and whatever we 
have and offering everything       
generously back to God in gratitude 
in terms of time, talents, and        
material resources towards bringing 
about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt. 5:14) and indeed we 
have received the light of Christ 
through our baptism, and we are to 
radiate the same light of Christ to 
our world by being witnesses of his 
love. This is what living our faith 
out loud means. We are called to 
live our faith courageously         
especially in the face of difficulties, 
and those times when we don’t  
really understand what is            
happening in our lives and have 
lots of questions, surrendering   
ourselves like Mary, the perfect 
disciple of Jesus, from the very  
beginning of her call. Her great fiat 
is a model for each of us. Though 
Mary did not understand             
everything, she lived her faith  
loudly, saying ‘yes’ to the will of 
God daily in her life. Mary said, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
your word,” (Luke 1:38). Mary is 
the perfect model of stewardship,    
returning everything back to the 
Lord in extreme gratitude. 

We the parishioners of St. Joseph 
parish, would like to echo loudly and 
clearly the fiat of Mary our mother 
by saying ‘yes’ to God’s call and 
submitting ourselves entirely by  
saying, ‘Let it be done to me        
according to your word’ and living 
our faith out loud daily. 
 
It is not easy to live out our faith 
freely and openly even in our family 
today. We are constantly challenged 
by all kind of ‘isms’; in such          
situations our discipleship to Christ 
calls us to live our faith out loud. We 
are called to be countercultural     
witness of God’s love. We are called 
to be an example by living our life 
based on gospel values. It is difficult 
but not impossible. We hear the 
promise of God in Isaiah 41:10, 
which says, ‘Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not be afraid, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will also help you; I will also uphold 
you with My righteous right hand’. 
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we 
need not be afraid for God has  
promised to be with us: “I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mathew 28:20). 
Trusting, in the Lord, I invite and 
challenge all of us to live out faith 
out loud with family, relatives, 
friends, and wherever we are by   
proclaiming the love of God through 
our lives by giving our time, talents, 
and treasures generously for the 
greater glory of God and for the   
service of humanity, in other words  
living a stewardship way of life.  

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

FFrr..  SStteepphheenn  BBaannjjaarree,,  SSSS..CCCC..  

Vol. 1  December 2022 Issue 1 

9         SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh——AA  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCaalllleedd  bbyy  GGoodd  TToo  LLoovvee,,  WWiittnneessss,,  EEvvaannggeelliizzee  &&  SSeerrvvee 

SO
UP

S 
ON

 

HA
LL

OW
EE

N 

YOUTH & CHILDREN MASS 

St. Damien Youth Ministry in Action 

CAR WASH 

W
HI

TE
 W

AT
ER

W
RA

FT
IN

G 



Vol. 1  December 2022 Issue 1 

1         SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh——AA  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCaalllleedd  bbyy  GGoodd  TToo  LLoovvee,,  WWiittnneessss,,  EEvvaannggeelliizzee  &&  SSeerrvvee 

Living Our Faith Out Loud  
SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh  NNeewwsslleetttteerr    

AA  MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPaassttoorr  

 St. Joseph Parish is delighted to   
announce the name of the Parish 
Newsletter - ‘Living Our Faith Out 
Loud.’ As Jesus commissions us to 
“Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to all  creation” (Mark 
16:15), we are obliged to be         
witnesses to our world. We are 
called to be the living Gospel of 
God’s love in our family, society, 
community, and the world at large. 
      
Living a Stewardship way of life, 
which means explicitly living our 
faith daily wherever we are, is a 
powerful way of ‘living our faith out 
loud’. A Stewardship way of life is 
nothing other than recognizing that 
God is the owner and master of  
whoever we are and whatever we 
have and offering everything       
generously back to God in gratitude 
in terms of time, talents, and        
material resources towards bringing 
about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt. 5:14) and indeed we 
have received the light of Christ 
through our baptism, and we are to 
radiate the same light of Christ to 
our world by being witnesses of his 
love. This is what living our faith 
out loud means. We are called to 
live our faith courageously         
especially in the face of difficulties, 
and those times when we don’t  
really understand what is            
happening in our lives and have 
lots of questions, surrendering   
ourselves like Mary, the perfect 
disciple of Jesus, from the very  
beginning of her call. Her great fiat 
is a model for each of us. Though 
Mary did not understand             
everything, she lived her faith  
loudly, saying ‘yes’ to the will of 
God daily in her life. Mary said, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
your word,” (Luke 1:38). Mary is 
the perfect model of stewardship,    
returning everything back to the 
Lord in extreme gratitude. 

We the parishioners of St. Joseph 
parish, would like to echo loudly and 
clearly the fiat of Mary our mother 
by saying ‘yes’ to God’s call and 
submitting ourselves entirely by  
saying, ‘Let it be done to me        
according to your word’ and living 
our faith out loud daily. 
 
It is not easy to live out our faith 
freely and openly even in our family 
today. We are constantly challenged 
by all kind of ‘isms’; in such          
situations our discipleship to Christ 
calls us to live our faith out loud. We 
are called to be countercultural     
witness of God’s love. We are called 
to be an example by living our life 
based on gospel values. It is difficult 
but not impossible. We hear the 
promise of God in Isaiah 41:10, 
which says, ‘Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not be afraid, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will also help you; I will also uphold 
you with My righteous right hand’. 
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we 
need not be afraid for God has  
promised to be with us: “I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mathew 28:20). 
Trusting, in the Lord, I invite and 
challenge all of us to live out faith 
out loud with family, relatives, 
friends, and wherever we are by   
proclaiming the love of God through 
our lives by giving our time, talents, 
and treasures generously for the 
greater glory of God and for the   
service of humanity, in other words  
living a stewardship way of life.  

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

FFrr..  SStteepphheenn  BBaannjjaarree,,  SSSS..CCCC..  

 

10         SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh——AA  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCaalllleedd  bbyy  GGoodd  TToo  LLoovvee,,  WWiittnneessss,,  EEvvaannggeelliizzee  &&  SSeerrvvee 

Vol. 1  December 2022 Issue 1 

SSaaiinntt  JJoosseepphh’’ss  JJuubbiilleeee  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  22002222  

Hospitality is the cornerstone of  
Stewardship, and hospitality was 
abundant at Saint Joseph’s during a 
wonderful celebration honoring     
anniversary milestones for nine    
married couples and four religious. 

Due to prior commitments, Fr. Robert 
Charlton, ss.cc. who observed his 50th 
anniversary of Religious Profession, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Doug and Nancy 
McGee, who celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, could not   
attend our celebration. As a parish 
community, we remembered them in 
our prayers. 
 
The evening began with a Mass of 
Thanksgiving in an elegantly         
decorated church overflowing with 
love and joyfulness. In his homily,  
Fr. Stephen reminded us that the    
jubilee year is the perfect time to sit 
back, relax, and prayerfully  reflect on 
the many blessings bestowed on us by 
our loving God and to express our 
gratitude to the Lord for His          
marvelous deeds in our lives. 
 
Fr. Stephen emphasized that our  
common vocation is a call to          
Holiness, which we all live out      
differently; some of us as married 
couples, and some as single           
consecrated individuals. Reaching 
these landmark anniversaries isn’t 

easy. Therefore, during the jubilee, we 
celebrate in gratitude for the           
courageous response to our call to 
Holiness.  
 
We celebrate our commitment,    

faithfulness, and perseverance to  
travel so far together despite the 
many distractions, challenges, and 
struggles we face in our daily lives. 
Yet constantly, God blesses us with   
abundant graces to continue our   
journey together, remaining             
committed to each other and         
inspiring others as examples of the 
beauty of  unconditional love. 
 Our celebration moved to  
Damien Hall, where the Jubilarians 

were treated with a video            
presentation of their journey through 
life. Their friends and family shared 
words of love, praising their         
dedication and many years of service 
to others. 
 
In the ancient world, sharing a    
communal meal had great symbolic 
importance. To share food was to 
share life, creating a bond of       
companionship. As we shared a    
delicious meal together, the feelings 
of community and fellowship were 
palpable. “As each one has received 
a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God’s varied 
grace” {1 Pt 4:10}. 
 
Watching the different ministries 
come together in the planning and 
execution of this celebration was  
inspiring. Each person helping     
willingly shared their diverse gifts 
for the greater good––a prime       
example of stewardship at its finest! 
 
The entire evening had the feeling of 
a close-knit family, with young ones 
and not-so-young ones enjoying each 
other's company. Love, laughter, and 
good wishes were plentiful. I came 
away from this special evening with 
my heart filled with gratitude, feeling 
blessed to witness the beauty of 
God’s gift of enduring love.  

  KKaatthhyy  CCaabbrraall  

• Fr. Fintan Sheeran, SSCC         72nd Religious Profession 
• Fr. Columban Crotty, SSCC     70th Religious Profession 
• Fr. Michael Shanahan, SSCC    60th Priestly Ordination 
• Sr. Manorama Thomas, MC      50th Religious Profession 
• Flo & Allen Days                       65th Wedding Anniversary 
• Marie & Stanley Burt                 65th Wedding Anniversary 
• Barbara & Ralph Wright            63rd Wedding Anniversary 
• Joan & Larry Collins                  63rd Wedding Anniversary 
• Rhody & Richie Medeiros         62nd Wedding Anniversary 
• Carol & Sonny DeTerra           61st Wedding Anniversary 
• Aline & Dennis Duval               60th Wedding Anniversary 
• Domingos & Maria Pinto          50th Wedding Anniversary 
• Fatima & Jose Ambar                50th Wedding Anniversary 



Vol. 1  December 2022 Issue 1 

1         SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh——AA  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCaalllleedd  bbyy  GGoodd  TToo  LLoovvee,,  WWiittnneessss,,  EEvvaannggeelliizzee  &&  SSeerrvvee 

Living Our Faith Out Loud  
SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh  NNeewwsslleetttteerr    

AA  MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPaassttoorr  

 St. Joseph Parish is delighted to   
announce the name of the Parish 
Newsletter - ‘Living Our Faith Out 
Loud.’ As Jesus commissions us to 
“Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to all  creation” (Mark 
16:15), we are obliged to be         
witnesses to our world. We are 
called to be the living Gospel of 
God’s love in our family, society, 
community, and the world at large. 
      
Living a Stewardship way of life, 
which means explicitly living our 
faith daily wherever we are, is a 
powerful way of ‘living our faith out 
loud’. A Stewardship way of life is 
nothing other than recognizing that 
God is the owner and master of  
whoever we are and whatever we 
have and offering everything       
generously back to God in gratitude 
in terms of time, talents, and        
material resources towards bringing 
about the Kingdom of God. 
  

Jesus says, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt. 5:14) and indeed we 
have received the light of Christ 
through our baptism, and we are to 
radiate the same light of Christ to 
our world by being witnesses of his 
love. This is what living our faith 
out loud means. We are called to 
live our faith courageously         
especially in the face of difficulties, 
and those times when we don’t  
really understand what is            
happening in our lives and have 
lots of questions, surrendering   
ourselves like Mary, the perfect 
disciple of Jesus, from the very  
beginning of her call. Her great fiat 
is a model for each of us. Though 
Mary did not understand             
everything, she lived her faith  
loudly, saying ‘yes’ to the will of 
God daily in her life. Mary said, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
your word,” (Luke 1:38). Mary is 
the perfect model of stewardship,    
returning everything back to the 
Lord in extreme gratitude. 

We the parishioners of St. Joseph 
parish, would like to echo loudly and 
clearly the fiat of Mary our mother 
by saying ‘yes’ to God’s call and 
submitting ourselves entirely by  
saying, ‘Let it be done to me        
according to your word’ and living 
our faith out loud daily. 
 
It is not easy to live out our faith 
freely and openly even in our family 
today. We are constantly challenged 
by all kind of ‘isms’; in such          
situations our discipleship to Christ 
calls us to live our faith out loud. We 
are called to be countercultural     
witness of God’s love. We are called 
to be an example by living our life 
based on gospel values. It is difficult 
but not impossible. We hear the 
promise of God in Isaiah 41:10, 
which says, ‘Do not fear, for I am 
with you; Do not be afraid, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will also help you; I will also uphold 
you with My righteous right hand’. 
Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we 
need not be afraid for God has  
promised to be with us: “I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the 
world” (Mathew 28:20). 
Trusting, in the Lord, I invite and 
challenge all of us to live out faith 
out loud with family, relatives, 
friends, and wherever we are by   
proclaiming the love of God through 
our lives by giving our time, talents, 
and treasures generously for the 
greater glory of God and for the   
service of humanity, in other words  
living a stewardship way of life.  

BEGIN EACH DAY WITH A GRATEFUL HEART 

FFrr..  SStteepphheenn  BBaannjjaarree,,  SSSS..CCCC..  

Vol. 1  December 2022 Issue 1 

11         SStt..  JJoosseepphh  PPaarriisshh——AA  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCaalllleedd  bbyy  GGoodd  TToo  LLoovvee,,  WWiittnneessss,,  EEvvaannggeelliizzee  &&  SSeerrvvee 

 It was early in November 
1951 when I was scheduled to enter 
the novitiate of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary near the town of 
Cootehill, Co Cavan, one hundred and 
sixty miles to the north. My father 
drove. I can still remember my       
apprehension as we rode up the 
bumpy lane from the main road. I had 
never been in that part of the country 
previously or ever visited a novitiate. 
My three brothers accompanied us 
and were curious to see what a       
novitiate was and learn about the  
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, which they had never 
heard of before. There were no other 
candidates around. My brother next to 
me kept asking where the other     
candidates were.  
 As I learned later, there were 
no other candidates. Still, one was 
expected the following evening, as we 
were scheduled to begin our novitiate 
on the evening of November 8th. It 
was late that night when the other  
candidate, Michael Coleman, arrived 
by train; we briefly introduced       
ourselves and were given a short talk 
to begin our “silent” retreat. We 
shared a room and spent many hours 
of that first night of the “silent” retreat 
getting to know one another and   
wondering how we ever got there. 
Mike was as surprised as I was to find 
that we were the only two candidates, 
as religious vocations were numerous 
in Ireland at that time. 
 A year later, six new         
candidates entered to begin novitiate. 
Someone had constructed small cells 
in the building on the farm to         
accommodate us. Mike and I cleared 
out our bedroom, which became the 
temporary chapel for our profession, 

as the house chapel was too small to 
accommodate the guests. Again, my 
father and brothers were there, and 
this time my godmother, as my   
mother died ten years previously. 
Mike’s  mother attended with his   
older brother. Mike’s father had also 
died some years before. It was a    
special day for Mike and me, our  
families and friends, and the         
Congregation; It was the first         
profession in Ireland. Later, Mike 
Coleman and I studied together for six 
years in the United States and did  
mission work together for seventeen 
years in Japan. Mike is still active in 
Japan and has done   missionary work 
there for sixty-four years. 
 St Joseph’s parish            
community, pastor, and laity chose 
October 15th for an evening of     
Jubilee celebrations—Gold, Silver, 
and Platinum for couples married 
fifty, sixty, or seventy years. Michael   
Shanahan celebrated sixty years of 
ordination, and Fr. Fintan Sheeran 
and I celebrated seventy-three and   
seventy years  of profession,         
respectively, and were privileged to 

be included in the celebration,    
making the Jubilees, including     
clergy, religious, and laity a truly 
Catholic event.  
 It was truly a blessed evening 
from the Mass celebration, with  
wonderful community participation, 
splendid music and singing, a    
memorable homily by Fr. Stephen, 
and a  spirit of prayer and reverence. 
The renewal of vows was especially 
touching and an excellent example of 
love and  fidelity. The festivities in 
Damien Hall after Mass were just 
great and a tribute to the pastor, the  
various committees, and the         
volunteers of the parish, all of whom 
worked so long and so  generously to 
express the wonderful Christian spirit 
of love, caring, and welcome of              
St. Joseph’s Catholic community.      
I very much appreciate your       
kindness and generosity and pray 
that the Good Lord continues to bless 
all of you, your families, and your 
parish community! 

RReeflfleeccttiinngg  oonn  SSaaiinntt  JJoosseepphh’’ss  JJuubbiilleeee  
 Father Columban Crotty, SS.CC 

Give but give until it hurts                   
—Mother Teresa 
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Your generous feedback will be greatly appreciated. Please send your feedback at          
secretary@stjosepparish.comcastbiz.net  

St. Joseph—A Parish School (Pre S - 8) 
Living & Promoting 

Faith, Value & Excellence 

Return Address 
 

St. Joseph Parish 
74 Spring Street, Fairhaven, MA 02719 

Stamp 

Receiver’s Address 
 

Mr.& Mrs………. 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Saint Joseph School is a Catholic learning community devoted to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and 
dedicated to providing a quality spiritual and academic education based on faith, values, and excellence that 
meets the needs of our students and their families. The School is an integrated part of a parish  community 
of St. Joseph Church and has been actively serving the community with quality Catholic education since 
1908 for children in grades from preschool through eight.  

Wishing you 
and your 
family  
A Very  
Merry 

Christmas 
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